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CHAPTER | = What i3 the Dvwine Darkness *

Supernal Triad, Dedty above all evsence, nowledge and goodness; Guide of Christians to Divime Wikdom; dired our
path 1o the ulimate summit of your mystical knowledge most intcomprehensible, most luminows and mos exalted,
where the pure, abialule and immutable mystened of theslogy are veiled in the dartling obicurity of the secre
Silence, cutihining all brillisnce with the ntensity of thedir Darkness, and surcharging our blinded int dlecs with (he
witerty impalpable snd invisible faimess of glories surpassing all beauty.

Let this be my prayer; bat do, dear Timathy, in the diligent exercite of mystical contemplation, leave behind the
senses and the operations of the intellect, and all things sensible and intelbectzal, and all things in The worid of beng
and nonbeng, that you may afise by enimesing towards the wnion, a3 far as is attainable, will it 1hat transoends ali
being and all ke owledge.” For by the unceasing and abiobste renunciation of yoursell and of all things you may be
bosme on high, throwgh pure and entine self abnegation, into the super essential BEadiance of the Divine Barkness.”

Bull ihese ihings are mof to be disclosed io ihe wniniliaied, by whom | mean those stiached to the objeds of Buman
thoughi, and who believe ihere B no seper sdeatial Reality beyond, and who magine hat by their own
whdersianding they know @ That has made Darkness its secrel place. And if the principles of the divine Mysteries are
beyend the undersianding of these, whal is 1o be said of others fill mere incapable thereof, whe deicribe ihe
tramscemdental First Cause of all by characteristics draws from the bowest order of beings, wiile they deny that it is
in any way abowe the images which they fashion after various designg whereas they should affirm that, while 8
posiesies all the positive attributes of the wnioerse (being the Universal Cause) yet, in a more strich sense, it does not
potiess them, since if transcends them o wherdlore there is mo confradiction between the affamations and 1he
megalions, inasmuch as it infinfely precedes all conceptions of deprivation, bemg beyoad all poafive and negative
distinclions.

Thus the blessed Bartholomew asieris that the deine science i bolh vast and minute, and that the Gospe is greal
and broad, yel concive and shari; signiying by this, thal ihe benelicent Cauve of al is most eleguent, yel uiiers few
wordh, or ralber i alogelher filend. as having meither (humaa] speech nor (haman] understanding, becagie it s
tuper eisentially exslied above oreated things, and reveals itself in ity naked Treth to ihose alone whe pass beyond
all that is pure or impare, and ascond above thie topmost aRBudes of holy things, and whio, leaving behimd them ol
diwina light and somnd asd heavenly ulferanoes, plunge inlo the Darkness where troby dweells, a5 the Orades dedare,
that OHE whe is beyond all.®

M wias not without feston that the blessed Mojes was commanded fost to purdy himiell and then Lo separate
b el from thode wha had aof undergone purification; and sfer the entine purication heard many trampets aad
trw muany lights Areaming forth with pure and mandlold rays; aad thal he wai theresfter teparated from the
muliflude, with the slect priedts, and prested foraard te the summil of the dicine sscent. Hevenheless, be did nat
attaim to the Presesce of God Raelf; he saw not @t (for @ cansot be looked upan) but the Place where it dwells. and
this | Baboe to signdfy that the deinest and highest things seen by the eyes or contemplated by the mind are bat the
symhbolical expressions of those that are immediately benpath it that is above all Throsgh these, its
incom prehensible Presence is mandested upon those heights of 103 Holy Places; that then it breaks forth, even from
that which is seen and that which sees, and plunges the mystic into the Darkness of Unknowing, whenoe all
perfedion of anderstanding is excleded, and he is enwrapped in that which is altogether intangible, wholly absorbed
in it Ehat is beyond all, and s none efie (whether himyelf or ancther); and through the mactisity of all his reasoming
poracers i united by iz highet facully to /& that is wholly unkn owasble: thui by knowsng nothing he kaaws That which
it beyond his knoadedge.”
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